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ABSTRACT op THg PTgrn/^p^^ 

A foldable picnic table Is shown. The foldable picnic 
table Includes a table top supported by two support pedestals 
pivotally attached to the table top. Each support pedestal Is 
capable of telescoping engageaent. The foldable picnic table 
also includes benches attached to the pedestals by bench support 
meitibers. The foldable picnic table includes aeans for locking 
the table in an extended position, nhen the support pedestals 
are retracted, the pedestals and the attached bench supports can 
pivot inwardly toward the table top such that the entire unit is 
substantially flat. 
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MS 

The Field Ot the Tnv*.n«-<^n 

The present invention is related to a picnic table. More 
particularly, the present invention is related to a foldable 
picnic table with telescoping pedestals. 



2, Technical Bacfcoi-onnH 

Picnic tables offer the convenience of having a table and 
seating for the table combined into one unit. Picnic tables 
also offer the advantage of being able to seat a large number of 
10 people around one table. Picnic tables are generally used out- 
doors and have become increasingly popular as more and more 
people spend their leisure time outside. Picnic tables can be 
found in backyards, parks, campsites, and various other places. 
Picnic tables are also used indoors, primarily to provide t«n- 

jl5 porary seating. They are often used in cafeterias, gymnasiums, 
homes, and other places. 

Leaving a picnic table outside subjects it to potentially 
damaging elements which could shorten the life span of the 
picnic table. Thus, It is often desirable to be able to store 

20 the picnic table in a protected area. The often temporary 

nature of indoor picnic table use also creates a need to be able 
to store the table after using it. Unfortunately, most picnic 
tables are too bulky to store conveniently. Thus, it is desir- 
able to have a foldable picnic table which can be collapsed for 

25 convenient storing. 

Some foldable picnic tables require separate pieces to 
secure the picnic table in an unfolded position. These pieces 
are susceptible to being lost, other conventional foldable 
picnic tables are complex in design, requiring simultaneous 

30 folding of the table's support pedestals. This can be a cumber- 
some task. Another disadvantage of conventional foldable picnic 
tables is that many are made with diagonal support braces or 
bench supports which limit the leg space of a person seated at 
the table. Many of the existing foldable picnic tables are 

35 uncomfortable to use either because of the flat benches or the 
sharp edges of the table. 

-I- 



2166651 



From the foregoing. It will be appreciated that it would be 
an advancement in the art to provide a foldable picnic table 
that is fully self contained and does not have detachable parts. 
It would be another advancement In the art to provide a foldable 
picnic table that can be folded, one side at a time, thereby 
reducing the conplexi^ of operation. Zt would also be an 
advancement in the art to provide a foldable picnic table that 
maximizes the amount of leg room for a person sitting anywhere 
at the table. Finally, it would be an advancement in the art to 
provide a comfortable foldable picnic table at which to sit. 

Such a foldable picnic table is disclosed and claimed 
herein. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THR T WVENTIQW 

The present invention is directed to a novel foldable 
picnic table. The picnic table of the present invention 
includes a table top supported by. two pedestals. Each support 
pedestal is pivotally attached to the table top. The support 
pedestals include telescoping supports, each having an inner and 
an outer member connected in telescoping engagement. This 
configuration permits the pedestals, and consequently the table, 
to be positioned in an extended or retracted position. The 
foldable picnic table also has means for loclclng the table in 
the extended position. 

In a preferred embodiment, the foldable picnic table has 
two benches. A bench support member is attached to one support 
pedestal and pivotally attached to one end of both benches about 
a first axis of rotation. A second bench support member is 
attached to the second support pedestal and pivotally attached 
to the other end of both benches about a second axis of rota- 
tion. 

When the foldable picnic table is in the extended position, 
the table top is in a different plane than the benches. When 
the foldable picnic table is in the retracted position, the axis 
of rotation between the first support pedestal and the table 
top, established by their pivotal connection, is collinear with 
the first axis of rotation. Likewise, the axis of rotation 
between the second support pedestal and the table top is collin- 
ear with the second axis of rotation. When the pedestals are in 
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a retracted position, the support pedestals and the attached 
bench support nenbers can be folded into substantially the sane 
plane as the table top. 

The table top includes a frame and a counter tirtiich fits 
snugly over the frame. In the preferred embodiment, the frame 
is made of metal and the counter is made of plastic. The table 
top counter of the preferred embodiment has a functional surface 
Which includes a bevelled outer edge to increase the comfort of 
one resting an arm against the edge of the table top. The table 
top counter also has a mounting surface configured to match the 
contour of the frame over which it fits. The table top counter 
is attached to the frame by conventional methods. 

Eac^ bench, in a preferred embodiment, includes a bench 
frame and a bench counter. Like the table top, the bench frame 
is made of metal and the bench counter is made of plastic. The 
bench counter preferably has a sitting surface which is flat 
with bevelled longitudinal edges. The bench also has a mounting 
surface which fits snugly over the contour of the frame. 

The preferred embodiment of the present invention includes 
a diagonal brace connecting each support pedestal to the table 
top. The diagonal brace can be folded allowing each pedestal to 
pivot toward the table top. The brace is also lockable in the 
extended position. 

In a preferred eiabodiment, the means for locking the 
pedestals in the extended position consists of a snap pin mech- 
anism. The inner and outer members of the telescoping supports 
are configured with a hole. The holes are positioned to align 
with each other when the telescoping support is in the extended 
position. The snap pin is biased outwardly through the holes 
when they are aligned, thereby preventing relative movement of 
the inner and outer members. The user, upon application of a 
sufficient force, may remove the snap pin from engagement 
through the hole in the outer member. This action unlocks the 
pedestals, thereby permitting relative movement between the 
inner and outer members of the telescoping support. 

In an alternative embodiment, the means for locking the 
pedestals in an extended position includes a cross brace. The 
cross brace extends between the two telescoping supports and 
consists of a pair of latches positioned in a channel. The 
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latches are biased outwardly by a sprin? and extend Into holes 
disposed with the telescoping supports and aligned together when 
the pedestal is in an extended position. This prevents relative 
Bovenent between the inner and outer members. Each latch is 
configured with an actuation pin spaced sufficiently close to 
each other such that both pins can be grasped by one hand. As 
the actuation pins are squeezed together, the latches disengage 
.the holes and the inner and outer members of the telescoping 
supports CM move relative to each other. 

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that the present 
invention provides a foldable picnic table that does not require 
separate pieces to function properly, it also provides a fold- 
able picnic table that can be folded, one side at a time, reduc- 
ing the complexity of operation. Finally, the present invention 
provides a foldable picnic table that maximizes the amount of 
leg room for a person sitting anywhere at the table. 

These and other advantages of the present invention will 
become more fully apparent by examination of the following 
description of the preferred embodiments and the accompanying 
drawings. 



BRIEF DESC RIPTIOW OF THE nilAWT|Jtp,Q 

To better understand the invention, a more particular 
description of the Invention will be rendered by reference to 
the appended drawings. These drawings only provide information 
concerning typical embodiments of the invention and are not to 
be considered limiting of its scope. The Invention will be 
described and explained with additional specificity and detail 
through the use of the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure l is a perspective view of one embodiment of the 
foldable picnic table of the present invention with the 
pedestals in the extended position. 

Figure 2 is a perspective cutaway view of the foldable 
picnic table of Figure 1. 

Figure 2A is a cross-sectional plan view showing an 
alternative embodiment of the bench of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 Is a plan end view of the Inverted foldable picnic 
table of Flg\ure l. 
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Figure 4 is « plan end view of the f oldable picnic table of 
.. Figure l with the pedestals retracted. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the foldable picnic table 
of Figure 1 inverted with the pedestals in a retracted position 
5 and the diagonal brace extended. 

Figure 6 is a partial perspective view of the foldable 
picnic table of Figure l inverted with the pedestals retracted 
and partially folded. 

Figure 7 is a plan side view of the foldable picnic table 
10 of Figure l with the pedestals retracted and folded down onto 
the nounting surface of the table top. 

Figure 8 is an end view of the foldable picnic table of 
Figure 1 showing the cross brace locking mechanisa. 

Figure 9 is a detailed view of the cross brace locking 
15 sechanism. 

PETMLEP DESCRIPTTON OF THF P R EFERRRn RMBODTMRNTS 

Reference is now made to the figures wherein like parts are 
referred to by like numerals throughout, with particular ref- 
erence to Figure l, a foldable picnic table according to the 
1 20 jpresent invention is generally designated at 10. 

The foldable picnic table 10 includes a table top 12 sup- 
ported by a first support pedestal 14 and a second support ped- 
estal 16. The foldable picnic table 10 ftirther includes a first 
bench 18 and a second bench 20. A first bench support member 22 

25 is attached to the first support pedestal 14 and pivotal ly 

attached to the first bench 18 and to the second bench 20 about 
a first axis of rotation 24. A second bench support member 26 
is attached to the second support pedestal 16 and pivotally 
attached to the first bench 18 and to the second bench 20 about 

30 a second axis of rotation 28. 

Each bench support member 22, 26 has two end segments 30 
joined by a substantially horizontal segment 32. The horizontal 
segment 32 is positioned substantially perpendicular to, and 
beneath, each bench 18, 20, Each bench 18, 20 includes an outer 

35 longitudinal edge 33. The horizontal segment 32 of each bench 
support member 22, 26 extends from at least the outer longitu- 
dinal edge 33 of the first bench 18 to at least the outer longi- 
tudinal edge 33 of the second bench 20. The end portion 30 of 
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Ibsaacto i8» 20 and <B2st(Bnide outwardly to the tooirisontal ssgBoimt 32 » 
ai® conf l(gM2ration l<Bav<ss am naimobotructed arsa directly Sxamsath 
tSi® &miGfo for isicrsascsd foot space. 

5Jith reference now to Figure 2, the table top 12 includes a 
table top fraiae 34 and a table top counter 36. In a preferred 
eabodiaent, tbe table top fraae 34 is generally rectangular. 
ISie fraae 34 consists of a aetal support having a substantially 
S-shaped cross-section. One end of the S-shaped cross-section 
has a lodcing lip 38 to help secure the snug fit of the table 
top counter 3« over the fraae 34. 

The table top counter 36 is a substantially hollow shell, 
preferably blow-aolded out of plastic, which includes a func- 
tional surface 40 and a aounting surface 42. As illustrated in 
the eabodiaent of Figure 2, the mounting surface 42 of the table 
top counter 36 is configured to conform generally to the shape 
of the table top frame 34. The table top counter 36 of the 
preferred embodiment fits snugly over the table top frame 34 and 
includes a notch 44 in which the locking lip 38 of the frame 34 
fits. The table top frame 34 is attached to the table top 
counter 36 by means of fasteners 46 tmich penetrate both the 
table top frame 34 and an adjacent point of the mounting surface 
42. It will be appreciated that a variety of shapes may be used 
for the table top frame 34 and the mounting surface 42 of the 
table top counter 36. Additionally, the means of attaching the 
frame 34 to the counter 36 is conventional in the art. Various 
attachment methods may be employed including rivets, screws, or 
bolts. 

Figure 2 illustrates one embodiment of the functional sur- 
face 40 of the table top counter 36. In this embodiment, the 
functional surface 40 has a raised perimeter 48 configured such 
that things spilled on the functional surface 40 of the table 
top counter 36 will not drip over the edge of the table top 12. 
The perimeter 48 extends approximately one sixteenth of an inch 
above the functional surface 40 of the table top counter 36. In 
a preferred embodiment, the outer edges 50 of the functional 
surface 40 of the table top counter 36 are bevelled at approx- 
imately a fifteen degree angle to increase the comfort of a per- 
son resting their arm against the edge of the table top 12. 
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Figure 2A also illustrates a cutaway viev of one of the 
benches 18, 20. The benches each include a bench frame 54 and a 
bench counter 56* Each bench frame 54 in the preferred embodi- 
ment has a substantially S-shaped cross-section. Like the table 
top frame 34, one end of the S-shaped cross-section of the bench 
frame 54 is configured with a locking lip 58. The bench counter 
56 is a substantially hollow blow-molded shell of the same 
material as the table top counter 36. The bench includes a sit- 
ting surface 60 and a mounting surface 62* As illustrated in 
Figure 2A, the mounting surface 62 of the bench counter 56 is 
configured to conform generally to the shape of the bench frame 
54. The bench counter 56 fits snugly over the bench frame 54 
and includes a notch 64 in which the locking lip 58 of the frame 
54 fits. In a preferred embodiment, the bench frame 54, like 
the table top frame 34^ is attached to the bench counter 56 by 
means of bench fasteners which penetrate the frame 54 and an 
adjacent point in the mounting surface 62. As with the table 
top frame and counter, it will be appreciated that a variety of 
configurations may be used for the bench frame 54 and mounting 
surface 62 of the bench counter 56. Additionally, the means 
employed to attach the frame 54 to the counter 56 may include 
any of those known in the art. 

As is best illustrated in Figure 4, the preferred embodi- 
ment of the sitting surface 60 is flat along its length. Figure 
2A illustrates an alternative embodiment of the sitting surface 
60 where the sitting surface 60 is concave along the length of 
the bench counter 56. Figure 2A also illustrates how the outer 
edge of the sitting surface 60 of the bench counter 56 is bevel- 
led at approximately a fifteen degree angle. 

The table top frame 34 of Figtire 2 and bench frame 54 of 
Figure 2A are preferably made of metal. The table top covmter 
36 and the bench counter 56 are preferably made of plastic. The 
teachings of this invention may be practiced using a variety of 
materials for both the table top 36 and bench 56 counters and 
their respective frames including, but not limited to, rubbers, 
composite materials, or wood. 

With reference now to Figure 3, each support pedestal 14, 
16 in their presently preferred embodiment includes two substan- 
tially parallel telescoping supports 72. It will be appreciated 



]p<sd<sstsii l^ff l(S to® Borc^ or loss thaB t^o &®l<sscopiKB9 support 
' 72 o Sach telescopiimg support 72 iMc3Ltad®s an lnn(sr H<8®b<sr 74 amid 

aBTj outer aeiaber 7(5 trhich^; in a preferred esJbodiaent^ are separ- 
5 ated by a hard plastic biashiKig 78 to facilitate the sliding of 
the inner aesaber 74 into the outer member 76 « Each bushing 78 
is preferably held in place uith tuo small e^ctensions that 
esctent through sinall holes 90 in the outer meiaber 76. The bush- 
ing extends slightly beyoBiid the edge of the outer ©ember 76 
10 t^ere it flanges outtirardly covering the edge of the' outer member 
7«o 

The telescoping supports 72 permit the positioning of the 
pedestals IS in an extended position, as illustrated in 
Figure 3^ nhereby the table top 12 is positioned in a different 

15 plane than the benches 18, 20, and a retracted position, as 

illustrated in Figure 4, thereby the table top 12 is in substan- 
tially the same plane as the benches 18, 20, In the retracted 
position, the axis of rotation between the first support pedes- 
tal and the table top, established by the pivotal connection 

20 bett/een the two, is collinear vith the first axis of rotation 

] 24 « Also, the axis of rotation between the second support ped- 

estal and the table top, again established by the pivotal con- 
nection between the two, is collinear with the second axis of 
rotation 28 when the foldable picnic table 10 is in the 

25 retracted position • As is illustrated in Figures 5 and 6, when 
the foldable picnic table 10 is in the retracted position and 
the axes of rotation are aligned, the first cross poles 80 are 
capable of pivotal movement. 

The foldable picnic table 10 has means for locking the 

30 support pedestals in an extended position* As is best illus- 
trated in Figure 4> the inner 74 and outer 76 members of the 
telescoping supports 72 in the preferred embodiment are config- 
ured with a hole 86. The holes 86 are disposed within the inner 
74 and outer 76 members such that they align with each other 

35 when the telescoping supports, and thus the pedestals 14, 16, 

are in the extended position (Figure 3) • In a preferred embodi- 
ment, as illustrated in Figure 3, a snap pin mechanism is posi- 
tioned within each telescoping support 72 such that a pin 88 is 
biased outwardly through the aligned holes 86 locking each 
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• telescoping support 72 in an extended position. By supplying 
sufficient force to the pin 88, it nay be removed from the hole 
86 in the outer neaber 76, thereby permitting relative aovenent 
between the inner 74 and outer 76 aeabers of the telescoping 
support 72 and allowing the pedestal 14, 16 to be retracted. It 
will be appreciated that a variety of means for locking the 
first 14 and second 16 support pedestals in an extended position 
may be utilized. 

With reference now to Figure 8, an alternative means for 
locking the support pedestals 14, 16 in the extended position is 
illustrated. In this embodiment, holes are disposed within the 
inner 74 and outer 76 members of the telescoping supports 72 
such that they align with each other and are opposite each other 
in the supports 72 when the pedestals 14, 16 are in the extended 
position. A cross brace lio extends between the two telescoping 
supports 72 adjacent the holes 86. 

As best illustrated by Figure 9, the cross brace iio 
includes a pair of latches 112 resting in a channel 114. The 
latches 112 are configured with a tab 116 which extends out- 
wardly. The tabs 116 are configured to fit within the aligned 
holes in the telescoping supports 72. Each latch 112 is biased 
outwardly with a spring 118 which rests in the channel 114 
between the two latches 112 such that when the holes become 
aligned, the tabs 116 are biased into the telescoping supports 
72, preventing relative movement between the inner 74 and outer 
76 members of each telescoping support 72. Each latch 112 has 
an actuation pin 120 which protrudes out of the channel 114 near 
the spring 118. The actuation pins are spaced sufficiently 
close to each other such that both pins can be grasped by one 
hand. This allows the user to squeeze the latches 112 together 
within the channel 114, compressing the spring 118 and withdraw- 
ing the tabs 116 out of the holes in the telescoping supports 
72. This permits relative movement between the inner 74 and 
outer members 76 of the telescoping supports 72. 

With reference now to Figures 5 and 6, the support pedes- 
tals are pivotally attached to the table top. The table end of 
each outer member 76 of each telescoping support 72 is connected 
to the table top by means of a first cross-pole 80, Each end of 
the first cross-pole 80 is positioned within holes 82 disposed 



mm 



Gsro®i3«>]pol® 80^ taM<8r ooMitioinis di@cus®<sdl I!»q]Loh, rotates tfitSiim 
tSB® Siolee 82 o In th<B jpref erred esabodimesfnt^ each telescopiirag 
©lapport 72 is comjimectedl to the cross«]pole 80 by offset brackets 
84 such that Hheini the pedestals are folded isnto stiibstantially 
the sarae plane as the table top, the pedestals lie flato 

As illustrated in Figures 3^ 4, 5^ and 6, each support 
pedestal is also connected to the table top by a diagonal brace 
96 • In a preferred esBbodiaient illustrated in Figures 3 and 4^ 
the diagonal brace 96 has tifo angled sierabers 98 connected at one 
end to a respective one of the outer aenbers 76 of each teles- 
coping support 72. The other end of the angled aeiabers 98 is 
pivotal ly connected to one end of a third nember 100. The other 
end of the third aesaber is attached to a. second cross-pole 102^ 
illustrated In Figures 5 and 6o Each end of the second cross- 
pole 102 is positioned ifithin holes 82 disposed within opposite 
sides of the table top frame 34 allowing the second cross-pole 
102 to rotate within the holes 82. 

Referring still to Figures 3, 4, 5, and 6, the diagonal 
brace 96 can be in an extended position or folded into a col- 
lapsed position. When the diagonal brace 96 is in an extended 
position, the two angled nenbers 98 and the third member 100 
each have a portion 106 which overlap. The diagonal brace 96 is 
configured with a collar 104 sized to fit around the overlapping 
portion 106 when in the extended position, thus locking the 
diagonal brace in its extended position o 

When the foldable picnic table 10 is in the upright posi- 
tion, as illustrated in Figure l, and the diagonal brace 96 is 
extended, the collar 104 may be placed over the overlapping 
portions 106 of the diagonal brace 96. In this position, the 
foldable picnic table 10 is ready for use. When the user 
desires to collapse the table for storage, a preferred method is 
to invert the foldable picnic table 10 as illustrated in Figure 
3. The user then depresses the push pins 88 or squeezes the 
actuation pins 120 together, unlocking a respective support 
pedestal 14, 16. This allows the inner member 74 of each teles- 
coping support 72 to retract into the outer member 76 collapsing 
the support pedestals 14, 16 into a retracted position as illus- 
trated in Figure 4. 
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With the support pedestals 14, 16 in the retracted posi- 
tion, the first axis of rotation 24 created b/ the pivotal con- 
nection between the first bench support menber 22 and the first 
18 and second 20 benches and the axis of rotation created by the 
pivotal connection between the pedestals 14, 16 and the table 
top 12 are collinear* This permits the first bench support 
neiaber 22 and the first pedestal 14 to rotate about the collin- 
ear axes. In a similar fashion, the second bench support member 
26 and second pedestal 16 can also rotate about collinear axes 
when the support pedestals 14, 16 are in the retracted position. 

With the foldable picnic table 10 still in the inverted 
position, the collar 104 may be slid away from the overlapping 
portion 106 as illustrated in Figure 4. This, along with the 
retracted position of the pedestals 14, 16 allows the diagonal 
brace 96 to be folded and permits the pedestals 14, 16, together 
with the first 22 and second 26 bench support member, to be 
collapsed Inwardly toward the table top 12, as illustrated in 
Figures 5 and 6. With the foldable picnic table 10 in a folded 
position as illustrated in Figure 7, the table can easily be 
moved and stored. 

Many of the problems associated with conventional picnic 
tables are addressed by the teachings of the present invention. 
The foldable picnic table disclosed herein does not require 
separate pieces to function properly. It also provides a 
foldable picnic table that can be folded, one side at a time, 
reducing the complexity of operation. Finally, the foldable 
picnic table maximizes the amount of leg room for a person 
sitting anywhere at the table. 

It should be appreciated that the apparatus of the present 
invention is capable of being incorporated in the form of a 
variety of embodiments, only a few of %rtiich have been illus- 
trated and described above. The invention may be embodied in 
other forms without departing from its spirit or essential char- 
acteristics. The described embodiments are to be considered in 
all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive and the 
scope of the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended 
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes 
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Which come within the neaning and range of equivalency o£ the 
clains are to be embraced within their scope. 
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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows: 
!• A foldable picnic table, coaqprising: 
a table top; 

a first and second support pedestal, each support 
pedestal pivotally attached to the table top, each support 
pedestal including a telescoping support having an outer 
member and an inner meinber connected in telescoping 
engagement; 

a first and second bench; 

a first bench support member attached to the first 
support pedestal and pivotally attached to the first bench 
and to the second bench about a first axis of rotation; 

a second bench support meinber attached to the second 
support pedestal and pivotally attached to the first bench 
and to the second bench about a second axis of rotation, 

the foldable picnic table configured such that the 
support pedestals may be moved between an extended position 
in which the table top is positioned in a different plane 
than the benches and a retracted position in which the axis 
of rotation between the first support pedestal and the 
table top is col linear with the first axis of rotation and 
in which the axis of rotation between the second support 
pedestal and the table top is col linear with the second 
axis of rotation, thereby permitting the bench support 
members and the suppojrt pedestals to be folded into 
sxibstantially the same plane as the table top; and 

means for locking the support pedestals in the 
extended position. 

2. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the table top comprises a table top frame and a table 
top counter, the table top counter having a functional surface 
and a mounting surface, 

3. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 2, 
wherein the functional svirface of the table top counter is 
configured with a raised perimeter to prevent spillage off the 
functional surface of the table top counter. 
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- 4. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 1, 

i^ereln the functional surface of the table top counter includes 
bevelled outer edges to increase the comfort of one resting an 
arm against the edge of the table top. 

5 5. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim l, 

wherein each bench comprises a bench frame and a bench counter* 
the bench counter having a sitting surface and a mounting 
surface. 

6. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 5, 

10 wherein the sitting surface of the bench counter is flat along 
its length, the sitting surface of the bench counter having 
bevelled outer edges. 

7. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 5, 
wherein the sitting surface of the bench counter is concave 

15 along its length, the sitting surface of the bench counter 
i having bevelled outer edges. 

8. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 1, 
wherein each support pedestal comprises two substantially 
parallel telescoping supports. 

20 9. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 1, 

wherein the inner and outer members of the telescoping support 
comprise substantially concentric cylinders. 

10. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim l, 
further comprising a diagonal brace connecting the table top to 

25 each support pedestal. 

11. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim lo, 
wherein each diagonal brace is foldable, thereby allowing each 
support pedestal to pivot toward the table top, each diagonal 
brace having a lockable extended position in which relative 

,30 movement between the table top and the support pedestal is 
substantially prevented. 
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12. Tb» foldable picnic table as defined in claim I, 
wherein each bench suiqport Mber has two end segments joined by 
a substantially horizontal segment, the horizontal segment 
positioned substantially perpendicular to and beneath each 

5 bench, each bench having an outer longitudinal edge, the 

horizontal segment of each bench support extending from at least 
the outer longitudinal edge of the first bench to at least the 
outer longitudinal edge of the second bench, each end portion 
attached to a corresponding bench and extending outwardly to the 
10 horizontal segment, thereby leaving an unobstructed area 
directly beneath the bench for increased foot space. 

13. A foldable picnic table, comprising: 

a table top comprising a table top frame and a table 
top counter having a functional surface and a mounting 
15 surface; 

a first and second support pedestal, each support 
pedestal pivotally attached to the table top, each support 
pedestal comprising two substantially parallel telescoping 
supports, each telescoping support including an inner 
member and an outer member connected in telescoping 
engagement; 

a diagonal brace connecting each support pedestal to 
the mounting surface of the table top counter; 

a first and second bench, each comprising a bench 
frame and a bench counter having a sitting surface and a 
mounting surface; 

a first bench support member attached to the first 
support pedestal and pivotally attached to the first bench 
and to the second bench about a first axis of rotation; 

a second bench support member attached to the second 
support pedestal and pivotally attached to the first bench 
and to the second bench about a second axis of rotation, 
the foldable picnic table configured such that the 
support pedestals may be moved between an extended position 
in which the table top is positioned in a different plane 
than the benches and a retracted position in which the axis 
of rotation between the first support pedestal and the 
table top is collinear with the first axis of rotation and 
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in wliicii the axis of rotation betveen the second support 
pedestal and the table top is collinear with the second 
axis Of rotation, thereby pemitting the bench support 
nenbers and the support pedestals to be folded into 
substantially the same plane as the table top; and 

neans for locking the support pedestals in the 
extended position. 

14. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 13, 
wherein the table top frame is made of metal and wherein the 
table top counter is made of plastic having a functional surface 
configured with a bevelled outer edge to increase the comfort of 
one resting an arm against the edge of the table top. 

15. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 13, 
v^erein the bench frame is made of metal and wherein the bench 
counter is made of plastic having a flat sitting surface along 
the length of the bench counter. 



16. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 13, 
wherein the bench frame is made of metal and wherein the bench 
counter is made of plastic having a sitting surface concave 

20 along the length of the bench counter. 

17. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 13, 
further comprising a cross brace for locking the support pedes- 
tals in an extended position, the cross brace extending between 
the two telescoping supports and including a pair of latches 
extending outwardly and into the telescoping supports to prevent 
relative movement between the inner and outer members of each 
telescoping support, each latch biased outwardly and having an 
actuation pin, the actuation pins spaced sufficiently close to 
each other such that both pins can be grasped by one hand, 
thereby allowing the latches to be drawn towards each other and 
out of the telescoping supports to permit relative movement 
between the inner and outer members of the telescoping supports. 

18. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 13, 
wherein the inner and outer members of the telescoping supports 
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- are each configured with a hole, the holes positioned to align 
vith each other vhen the telescoping support is in the extended 
position, the table further comprising a snap pin nechanism 
positioned within each telescoping support to extend through the 
holes when they are in alignment thereby locking the telescoping 
supports, the snap pin nechanisa being biased towards the 
locking position such that upon application of a sufficient 
force to the snap pin, the snap pin may be removed from 
engagement through the hole in the outer member, thereby 
permitting relative movement between the inner and outer members 
of the telescoping support. 

19. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 13, 
further comprising a plastic bushing between the inner and'outer 
aembers of each telescoping support. 

20. The foldable picnic table as defined in claim 13, 
wherein each diagonal brace is connected to a respective one of 
the outer member of each telescoping support. 

21. The foldable picnic table as defined In claim 13, 
wherein each diagonal brace is foldable and lockable in an 
extended position. 

22. The foldable picnic table as defined In claim 21, 
wherein the diagonal brace comprises two bracing members 
pivotally connected to each other, the bracing members having an 
overlapping portion when in the extended position, each diagonal 
brace further including a collar sized to fit around the 
overlapping portion to lock the diagonal brace in the extended 
position. 
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